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The primary interest of Bangor University Canoe Club in access to inland water is in our representing our recreational 
users; furthermore a significant number of our members are involved in degree programmes with outdoor education 
modules equipping them with skills in a variety of areas including kayaking and canoeing, and where appropriate related 
coaching techniques. Our use for waterborne recreation includes Kayaking, Rafting & Canoeing. Educational use is carried 
out externally of the club by subcontractors to the university and is currently limited to Kayaking and Canoeing. 
 
Rivers which we use (either in their entirety or as sections thereof) include but are not limited to: 

Afon Conwy, Afon Llugwy, Afon Ogwen, Afon Lledr, Afon Tryweryn, Afon Twrch, Afon Mawddach, Afon 
Gamlan, Afon Prysor, Afon Gain, Afon Colwyn, Afon Glaslyn, Afon Arddu, Nant Peris, Nantygwyryd, Cwm 
Llan, Afon Wnion, Afon Dwyfor. 

 
Currently we as a club are unhappy with the clarity of our legal rights; these rights as we understand them are that we are 
entitled to use any stretch of water, so long as we access and egress from either common land, a public right of way or 
private land to which the owner has consented to access; Further to this, we understand that during an emergency, we may 
access private land to which the owner has not consented to, solely for the purpose of preventing injury or saving life; 
after the incident has been resolved we must immediately leave by the quickest available method. 
 
Whilst the club is satisfied with the rights it has under law we feel that some significant clarification of this position would 
be highly beneficial. If this were to come in the form of new legislation we would like to see a clearly defined right of 
access, rather than the current right which is based up on the exclusive nature of the law in which one has the right to do 
anything which is not yet prohibited or restricted in the law (and pursuant to the work of the Rev’d Douglas Caffyn we 
understand that there is no such legislation or statute); Integral to this we would like to see a responsible access code, 
which would govern all water users, which would hopefully stand to significantly decrease the amount of conflict which 
occurs between certain groups of users who see their interests being conflicting with and/or mutually exclusive to ours. 
An important part of this would be to create a neutral forum in which issues could be discussed in an adult and calm 
atmosphere; Furthermore, recognising that certain areas in Wales are environmentally sensitive, we would encourage the 
establishment of river gauges* (such as the one installed on the section of the Afon Glaslyn known as the aberglaslyn 
gorge.) to restrict paddling to levels which are environmentally sustainable as part of the access code. 
 
The club would like to direct the Sustainability Committees attention to the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 which we 
feel is is of particular relevance as it shows exactly what can be achieved in an environment which has distinct legislative 
and cultural similarities with Wales; many of the recommendations above are based on the club and its individual members 
experience of this act in action. 
 
The club has experience of operating under the terms of voluntary agreements, however currently we are aware of no 
access agreements relevant to the club; following Canoe Wales (Formerly: Welsh Canoe Association) withdrawing from 
various negotiations and agreements as unsustainable citing unreasonable and unilateral impositions by many of the other 
interests involved. 
We are aware of the existence but not the terms of a number of private access agreements between some clubs, 
landowners and commercial interests. 
 
It was our experience that when access agreements operated, they concentrated paddlers into a small number of 
“honeypot” rivers which placed both the river environment and the surrounding infrastructure under an undue amount of 
strain; furthermore with such large concentrations of people it becomes harder to effectively coach beginners something 
which is an essential part of the club’s commitment as part of the Athletic Union to provide access to paddlesports for all 
university students, staff and at the AU’s discretion members of the local community. 
 
We would not seek to reintroduce access agreements and remain in agreement with the judgement of our national 
governing body, that access agreements are unsustainable, and an inappropriate long term solution. In many cases we 
would be surrendering a significant portion of the rights we currently have in order to gain a slight increase in 
convenience. 
 

The two key issues in access to inland water as we see them are: 

Conduct of persons involved; there are a staggering number of incidents in which people who have an interest in using the 
river environment in a particular way confront others in a manner which is frankly unacceptable to a civilised society; On 
occasion those confronted in this manner then respond with equal profanity, bravado and vitriol. This will only be solved 
by reducing the points over which users come into contact, something which would be best achieved by users coming 
together in a neutral environment and on an equal footing to discuss the issues they have with each other in a civil manner. 



Environmental Sustainability; There has been quite a lot of inconclusive discussion of the potential environmental damage 
(specifically with regards to fisheries) by paddlesports water users; the last study carried out (see EA Report W266) 
concluded that such damage was highly unlikely, although there is continued disagreement. We feel that in order to best 
help allay the concerns of other interested parties the establishment of “paddle/don’t paddle” gauges to ensure a minimum 
amount of water is flowing for paddlesports use would be ideal. A combined consultation between suitably qualified 
environmental specialists and a panel of suitably informed paddlers (North Wales in particular has collected an assortment 
of some of the best and most highly regarded paddlesports enthusiasts and instructors worldwide as both residents and 
perennial visitors) to determine a minimum flow at which the river could be navigated. Upon the recommendation of this 
group a gauge could be calibrated for any rivers deemed sensitive and the local access forum (as suggested above) would 
then be able to monitor the situation, and if necessary pursue changes as appropriate. 




